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We provide a synopsis of long-standing efforts to create German spoken
corpus resources – the DIRNDL corpus of radio news and the GRAIN cor-
pus (part of the SFB732 silver standard collection, Eckart & Gärtner 2016)
of radio interviews – that combine the annotation levels of information sta-
tus (Riester & Baumann 2017), information structure (Riester et al. 2017),
intonation – manual (DIRNDL) and automatic (GRAIN, Schweitzer 2010,
Stehwien & Vu 2017) – and syntax. We are interested in the relation be-
tween prosody and referentiality beyond the widespread observation that
new information is often, but not always, prosodically more prominent than
given information. Major complications arise from three sources: (i) anno-
tation quality (on all levels) is an issue which can strongly influence results.
(ii) Syntactic complexity: new information tends to be expressed by longer
phrases, and these may exhibit some form of tonal prominence for non-
pragmatic reasons. Referring expressions can be nested inside each other.
(iii) Information structure: focus typically receives sentence stress while
backgrounded information is prosodically reduced. However, information
can be backgrounded for reasons other than givenness, e.g. accommodation
or parallelism.
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