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This paper aims to compare the use of personal (PP) and demonstrative 
(DEM) pronouns by German children (8-10 y.o.) and adults.  
 
We perform a multi-layered analysis of pronouns, considering the 
grammatical role of their discourse antecedents [1], their semantic 
interpretation (contrastive/non-contrastive, [2]) and prosodic features.  
 
Children differ from adults in two aspects: i) they do not distinguish PPs 
and DEMs in their conditions of use (both refer to subject antecedents to 
the same extent); ii) they do not mark prosodically contrastive vs. non-
contrastive interpretations of PPs. DEMs express contrastive 
interpretations both among children and adults, and are always accented.  
 
We interpret the results as showing that children do not master the 
distinction between accented and unaccented PPs. To express contrastive 
interpretations, they rely on the use of DEMs, even when referring to a 
subject antecedent. We discuss the results in the light of economy 
principles guiding reference acquisition [3].  
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