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Verb phrase ellipsis is a very sparse phenomenon which can be detected

using machine learning based models but these models require a significant

amount of annotated training data. It is costly to obtain annotated train-

ing data; to cope with this problem, we present an active learning based

approach, using gradient boosting as classification model, to detect the in-

stances of VPE-indicators. We used British National Corpus to evaluate

our approach and obtained 3.57% improvement in F1 score compared to

state-of-the-art results while using only 36.74% of training data which in

results saves 63.26% of annotation effort.
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